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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Sis. Pam Martin; Sis. Nancy Wood;


Bro. Richard Phillips recovering from a fall.


Chris Roy and Sis. Rhetta Chris’ thyroid was 


removed and he will need more treatment. 


Faye Hays, Whit’s mother.   


Zachary and Heather Rogers baby. 


Ryan and Amanda; Ralston remains in 


ICU as his condition remains guarded. 


All of our expecting mothers: Marla Jones; 


Lyndsey Wilcox; Emily Clark; Libby 


Behrmann; 


___________________________________





Deacon nominations due Today


________________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Marty Hammond


   Asst. 1-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 2-----Perry Betterton


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 4-----Josh Sams


   Asst. 5-----Rom Stephenson


2nd Prayer----Garrett Douthitt 


Read Scripture--- Sam Adams


Sermon-------Stephen Tramell


Announcements—Whit Hays


Closing Prayer---Don Gilbert 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Grant Hicks


Song Leader-------Steven Tramell


2nd Prayer------Joey Jackson


Read Scripture ---Carlos Pineda


Sermon----Ken Gay


Lord's Supper---Marty Hammond


Announcements—Whit Hays


Closing Prayer---Josh Sams


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


 Invitation---Roger Pink


 Closing Prayer---Rob Williams





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








 Approved of God    ( R )





For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.  (2 Cor 10:18)





     One of the natural characteristics of children particularly small children is to win the approval of their parents. It is a natural desire that we nurture to encourage them to continue to learn and this is certainly true with their learning about God. I see them coming from the classroom, faces flushed with a big smile, waving a piece of paper with a crudely colored picture or some stickers attached, looking for mom and dad for that approval of their effort. We take pride (and rightly so) in their efforts and successes and see it as an expression of acceptance of our will for them.


      Did you ever stop to think that as God's children He expects us to seek His approval and is pleased when we do so? I am sure that many who profess to be Christians think of themselves approved of God just because they have obeyed the gospel and attend service from time to time. Maybe that’s all God requires of us, but I doubt it. 


     Paul wrote to young Timothy, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth". (2 Tim 2:15) Handling aright the word is what makes us approved of God and that comes only from study. We read this passage and think, that’s good advice for a young preacher. We think of it as good advice but never a command and surely not for us.


Nevertheless, it is the very basis of our approval before God. We must know and do all He has commanded of us (Matt 28: 18)        Cont. on Page 3 








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








The Significance of the Names


     The names in the ancestral line of Jesus are not just names.  They are among the most prominent names in the Old Testament.  They represent men and women of whom we know more than can be known of any other ancient people, regardless of the sources of information we may tap.  They are names like Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Moses, David, etc.  And the intriguing fact is that the events in their long lives which were selected for narration appear to have been chosen for the significant information they provide about one who was to live centuries later.


     Of all the events in the life of Jacob, why would his final blessing to Judah be given such prominence:  “The scepter will not depart from Judah . . . Until He comes to whom it belongs” (Genesis 49:10, NIV).


    Of  all the events in the life of Judah, why could the rather sordid affair with Tamar be told in such detail?  One would expect that to be passed over without record, but it explains the presence of the Gentile woman in the line of Christ.


     The reconnoitering and conquest of Canaan must have involved many interesting episodes that might have been described in the book of Joshua, but only the most significant could be narrated.  Why, then, devote so many verses to the story of Rahab?  From a human standpoint, we might not know, but aren’t we glad that it was given a place in Joshua’s book so that we might have that link in the Messianic line?


Of all the beautiful love stories that could have been included in the Bible, why was the story of Ruth selected?  Is it not necessary to explain the presence of that Moabitess in His genealogy?


Even the story of David and Bathsheba explains the succession of





     An important part of any biography is the record of the subject’s family background.  This may prove, however, to be the most difficult part of the biographer’s research.  Regardless of how prominent an individual may be, it is often true that his ancestors were so obscure that little can be known about them other than their names.  And even names run out after tracing back just three or four generations.


    How helpful it would be if someone could know in advance who was to be prominent, so that the lives of his forebears could be fully detailed.  But, of course, this is impossible.  Out of the billions of people on earth today, whose life would you feature if you wished to assist a future biographer of the person who will be president in the year 2092?


     One of the most remarkable facts about Jesus is that His ancestry can be traced all the way back to Adam.  Luke does just that in Luke 3:23-38.


The Existence of the Records


     The very existence of these records is remarkable.  No other nation would have been capable of reproducing such an unbroken chain right back to the father and mother of us all.


     God made certain that this would be possible when He had Moses legislate that land assigned to a family after the conquest of Canaan should perpetually remain in the same family.  If poverty or some other circumstance required that the property be sold, it was to revert to the original family in the year of jubilee, a special year which occurred every 50 years in the Jewish calendar.  Naturally, those records were jealously kept by each family in order to assure that their title was clear to any piece of land in question.











History Written in Advance


By Sewell Hall








Solomon as king, through whose line Jesus had a right to the throne.


     Perhaps the inspired writers of Scripture wondered why they were telling certain stories about certain people while omitting others which seemed to be of greater importance.  To them, as to the Messianic prophets, it must have been revealed “that not unto themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into” (1 Peter 1:12).  When Jesus came into the world, the genealogies showed Him to be the brother of all mankind in Adam.  They proved Him to be the Seed of Abraham of whom God had said” “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  They established his link with David whose descendant was to sit upon his throne and reign over an everlasting kingdom.  No other individual in His day would claim such credentials.


    If no one living in His day could duplicate His claims, it is certain that no man since then could do so.  With the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the genealogical records were lost and no man today can prove that he is of the tribe of Judah, much less the offspring of David. 


     The Old Testament, then, is history written in advance, providing all of the historical background for Jesus that any biographer could ever desire.  Here is one of the strongest proofs that God was preparing mankind for the coming of His Son by inspiring the writers of the Old Testament and guiding the collectors of the canon to include just such information and such books as would contribute to His purpose.





					





Cont from Page 1





When God gave the law to Israel He demanded that they know and keep it all and that it be before them and their children at all times. (Deut. 11: 18-20)  Do you think He will except anything less from us?


      God's word is all we know about Him and while it is all we need it takes more than just reading a chapter or two now and then to be close to God. We must be a diligent seeker of Him if we are to be approved. (Heb. 11:6)


     I believe that there is an epidemic among the churches where Christians simply do not take the time to study God's word, as they should.  


     True bible knowledge comes from study outside the formal assembly or bible classes. As a class teacher it is not hard to know who has and who has not prepared their lesson. And, if adults and parents have not prepared their own lesson, is it reasonable to think they have spent any time preparing their children for class? What a shame! Would that constitute spiritual child abuse?


      Paul's instruction to Timothy to correctly handle the word of truth was so he would not be put to shame, before God and those whom he would face in the world. When we take stock of our knowledge of God's word and how we handle it are we put to shame? If we are not making the best of study, we should be. 


     I challenge each one to make a commitment to be a part of bible study, with your children, in classes and most important in your home. We must see God's word as the most important thing in our lives.


     May God help us to, "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ". (II Peter 3:18)


                          Joe Phillips














